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breed of younger, terroir-driven producers
such as Artuke, Abel Mendoza, Olivier 
Rivière, David Sampedro, and Tom
Puyaubert (Exopto), whose model is more
Burgundian than Bordelais.

Only about one bottle of Rioja in 20 is of 
white wine, with the most-planted grape 
Viura (Macabeo) supplemented by limited 
amounts of Malvasía Riojana and Garnacha
Blanca. Since 2007, Chardonnay, Sauvignon 
Blanc, and Verdejo have also been allowed, 
and a handful of more Spanish white wine
varieties have since been added to the list, 
but they remain unusual. Mindful of trends
outside the region, the Consejo is also 
encouraging Rioja rosado.

Easy-drinking neutrality is what most white 
Riojas seem to aim for – a pity, because 
oak-aged white Rioja, enriched and refined 
for a decade or two in barrel and bottle, can
challenge the greatest whites of Bordeaux. 
López de Heredia is the name to conjure
with. Its Viña Tondonia (white, red, and pink) 
is one of the great originals. HARO

Macán is a joint venture between Vega Sicilia of 
Ribera del Duero and Baron Benjamin de Rothschild 

of Château Clarke in Bordeaux.

Dinastia de Vivanco’s exceptional 
wine museum is just one of several 
spectacular modern wine-related 
edifices in Rioja.
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